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Gor da na Sto kić Si mon čić
Želj ko Vuč ko vić

LIBRARIESANDIDENTITY:
PROLEGOMENONTOTHEHISTORYOF
MODERNSERBIANLIBRARIANSHIP

About this Book

By the nature of their social and institutional mission, libraries are 
the premise and foundation of individual and collective identity  Each 
personal library reveals the taste and style of its owner, his preferences, 
ideals and values of life, in a word it testifies about his personal identity  
On the other hand, public libraries are the shopwindows and mirrors 
of their nations and cultures, of their sources and their most valuable 
cultural, artistic and scientific contributions to humanity  Despite some 
theories that national identity is a fabrication, construction or manip
ulative political strategy, we believe that this kind of identity will re
main the basis for personal and collective identification for a long time  
According to the accurate observation of Anthony Smith, the national 
identity is constituted by means of sense of continuity, shared memory 
and collective destiny, i e  on the basis of cultural kinship embodied in 
myths, memories, symbols and values which certain cultural unit of 
the human population retains  In a context like this libraries could be 
understood as a sort of collective definition of a particular nation  

When it comes to libraries and building up identity, it should be 
mentioned that this relationship can be considered from various 
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aspects  On the one hand, libraries contribute to the development of 
personal and collective identity, preserving and passing on experiences 
and ideas about what we were, who we are and what we could be  On 
the other hand, the librarianship itself is facing the temptation to de
fine its own professional identity and consciousness at the time of tur
bulent technological and social changes  This is the context in which 
the Serbian librarianship is trying to shape its modern identity 

 Based on the tradition of dealing with book and writing longer than 
eight centuries, the Serbian librarianship still does not have written – 
studied, systematized and synthesized, history  Only some of its parts 
are researched and presented to the professional and scientific public: 
certain epochs or periods of time, certain phenomena, persons, institu
tions, cultural and geographical areas, but that is not nearly everything, 
and not even nearly placed within the context of the overall professional 
and national development  Even less in the context of the development 
of librarianship worldwide  Historians of the Serbian librarianship have 
yet to undertake this extensive job, and, within the profession, identify 
causal relationships among the studied phenomena, enable understand
ing of the periods of strengthening and weakening in the development 
of Serbian libraries and explain the contradictions and discontinuities 
as the consequence of historical, economic and social trends 

But, as history is always dealing with both past and future, as the 
critical awareness of the present moment is the initiator of reconsid
eration of what has been and what is yet to come, thus the history of 
libraries has been studied as a teacher of life  The need of the authors of 
this monograph to deal with the immediate past and contemporary his
tory has arisen from the current moment of increased uncertainty, lack 
of recognition of collective interest as a strategic value of the society, 
unwillingness to reach consensus and the need for a new, substantial 
communication  

The six works gathered in the book Libraries and Identity repre
sent an attempt to reconstruct the developmental path of the modern 
Serbian librarianship, through the research and critical reconsidera
tion of its discourse, theoretical foundations, professional and social 
contributions, professionalization, and values and norms on which it 
is based 
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LIBRARYASIDENTITY:PROBLEMS
OFTHEHISTORYOFSERBIANLIBRARIES

Using the title of Albertо Mangel’s essay from his book Library at 
Night and his starting point that the national libraries are showcase of 
the nation and our collective definition, the authors of this work extend 
Mangel’s postulate on all types of libraries and librarians in general  
Considering that the level of economic and social development, demo
cratic quality of relationships in society and its attitude toward culture, 
education and information of people are closely related to the status 
of its libraries, authors of this paper have started with two hypotheses: 
1) Serbian libraries don’t have developed identity, either in public or 
internally, i e  within the profession; 2) study of the history and valid 
judgments about the significance of certain epochs in the development 
of the Serbian libraries can lead to change of the existing situation 

 This paper discuss the concept of identity and some aspects of its 
appearance  Starting from the premise that the roots of modern Serbian 
librarianship are found in the 18th century, but that three centuries of 
its development and almost a century long efforts to establish work of 
librarians as a profession, bore no common memory, the category of 
identity is placed in the context of research in the history of Serbian 
libraries and its problems (dilettantism, fragmentation, political impli
cations    ) 

HEALEROFTHESOUL:ESTABLISHMENTOF
LIBRARIANDISCOURSEOFTHESERBS

On the examples of the terms library, librarian and public library, 
from medieval manuscripts to the period between the two world 
wars in the 20th century, authors follow the attempts of establishing 
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the librarian discourse and understanding the meaning and value of 
libraries in development of literature, culture, science and society of 
the Serbs  Through the analysis of librarian language and discourse, 
semantic continuities and interruptions are being noticed within which 
different aspects of social reality and social life come to the fore 

 Production of books, their collecting and taking care of in monas
teries, sovereign palaces and houses of nobles, precede the process of 
establishing the librarian discourse  The modern librarian discourse of 
the Serbs began to be built in the late 18th and early 19th century, within 
the enlightening paradigm of understanding the social and historical 
mission of books and libraries  Despite the facts that at the end of the 
20th century all the conditions for professionalization of the activity 
were gained, and that during the first decade of the 21th century in
vestments in libraries have increased noticeably, the image of libraries, 
reputation of librarians and attitude of the public toward the profes
sion are changing slowly, greatly due to the difficulties of this activity 
to adopt the discourse which would be more appropriate to the mod
ern age  The authors believe that the reconstruction of key terms of 
the Serbian librarianship and their semantic and discursive potentials 
could be stimulus for building the comprehensive history and theory of 
our librarianship  

TENDENCIESOFLIBRARIANSHIPDEVELOPMENT
INSERBIA1945-1990

Nowadays an independent state, in the period 19451990 Serbia 
was one of the six republics of the Socialist Federative Republic of 
Yugoslavia, which also considerably defined the tendencies of librar
ianship development in it  This work features three distinct stages in 
the development of libraries in Serbia from the end of the World War II 
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to the collapse of communism, preceded by a brief historical overview  
The first period, from 1945 to 1960, was characterized by the tenden
cies toward rapidly building a broad organization of staterun educa
tional and cultural institutions for spreading literacy, education and 
enlightenment of the broadest masses of people  This period culminated 
with the passing of the Republic of Serbia Library Act, in 1960  The 
second period, from 1960 to 1971, was the time of organizational and 
professional growth and strengthening of libraries and their network
ing at the municipal level  The end of this period was marked by the 
adoption of minimum standards for all types of libraries in Yugoslavia  
The third period began in 1971 and lasted until 1991, when the war 
broke out and Yugoslavia began to disintegrate  It was characterized by 
the incentives for interconnection and networking of the libraries, from 
the municipal to the national level, adoption of common standards and 
the computer breakthrough into the library services  This period was 
primarily characterized by the theoretical and practical tendencies to 
establish an information system at the national level  The 1991 war led 
to the crumbling of the Yugoslav library system and librarians are now 
struggling to rebuild it on modern foundations  Тhe authors also inves
tigate the historical, social and professional circumstances and causes 
that were to bring the Serbian state and Serbian librarianship into the 
deep crisis in the last decade of the 20th century  

SERBIANBOOKSANDLIBRARIES
INKOSOVOANDMETOCHIA

Various causes have led to the current situation in which Serbian 
books in Kosovo and Metohija  the territorial, political and cultural 
epicentrum of the medieval Serbian state, are less and less frequent and 
present: from five centuries of slavery under the Turks (1459–1912), 
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robberies, devastation, and dispersion of books under different excuses 
(even for scientific researches), through major migrations of population, 
two world wars and interethnic conflicts in the last decade of the 20th 
century, to the declaration of the independent state of Kosovo in 2007  
This article gives an overview of Serbian library collections in Kosovo 
and Metohija at the actual moment of serious political changes follow
ing the disintegration of the former Yugoslavia  Special attention was 
given to the library collections of Peć Monastery  the historic residence 
of Serbian Patriarchs, as well as to those of Veliki Dečani Monastery, 
Gračanica Monastery, the Library of Serbian Orthodox Theological 
College Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Prizren, temporarily placed in Niš, 
and the National and University Library Ivo Andrić, now in Belgrade  
This paper does not deal with the genesis of the process in which the 
libraries of Kosovo and Metohija have become sharply divided by na
tional criteria to: 1) Albanian; 2) Serbian and others, nor the political 
assessments and implications of the recent events, but encourages re
flection on extent to which these events affect the level of intellectual, 
informational, ethnic, religious and, in general, democratic freedoms of 
all the citizens of Kosovo and Metohija 

INFORMATIONLITERACYINSERBIA:
INITIATIVESANDSTRATEGIES

The term information literacy was first used by the U S  informa
tician Paul Zurowski in 1974, defining this concept as an efficient 
use of information in problem solving  In 1989 the American Library 
Association formulated nowadays widely accepted definition according 
to which information literate persons are those who have learned how 
to learn because they know how the human knowledge is organized, 
ones who know how to find the right information and how to use it 
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efficiently  The general aspiration toward joining the European Union 
and creating the knowledge society, involve significant challenges for 
Serbia  One of the most demanding changes that libraries will be facing 
consists of implementing information literacy (IL), i e  citizens that are 
prepared for lifelong learning in a world that is overloaded with infor
mation of all sorts  The essential premise of this paper lies with two 
convictions of the authors: that, on the one hand, libraries are natu
ral environment for the development of the information literacy, and 
on the other, the information literacy must contribute to the citizens’ 
quality of living  The absence of a clear and consequent national strat
egy in the development of the information literacy does not mean that 
it is not developing in Serbia, but that its development is sporadic and 
not efficient enough  Instead of a system working as a whole, individual 
actions and initiatives are taken that, from their own perspectives, try 
to bridge the gap between the demands of the global information age 
and the situation in the field  This paper is offering a general overview 
of the current status of the IL in Serbia, the actors in the IL process, 
the programs, initiatives, and, above all, the role of libraries in this en
deavor 

SEARCHINGFORTHEPROFESSIONALIDENTITY:
LIBRARIANSHIPINSERBIA1991-2011

Problem of identity of the Serbian librarianship in the period 1991
2011 is observed from three related aspects: 1) identity as survival dur
ing the war crisis and sanctions; 2) identity as a change in the era of 
global information and communication revolution; 3) identity as self-
awareness in regard to issues of status, social responsibility and profes
sionalization of library activities  Although, according to the conditions 
in which the Serbian libraries operate the two observed decades can be 
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characterized as antipodes, they are unified by the fact that the old sys
tem of librarianship has collapsed, yet it is not replaced by the new one  
Starting with the fact that librarianship is announced to be profession 
of the future in the United States of America and the West European 
countries, as well as with the fact that librarians are not visible and rec
ognizable professional community in Serbian society, this article deals 
with the institutional and communicative rationality of contemporary 
Serbian librarianship  

Critical survey of the actual situation in Serbia is given through the 
analysis of position of libraries, automatization, digitization, communi
cation, relationship between theory and practice of librarianship, dif
ficulties in process of scientific research, status of professional educa
tion and associations  Librarians and their professional communication 
are seen essential for implementing socially responsible management 
of graphic records and knowledge, management of professional values 
and libraries management 

The need to develop a new discourse on librarianship at the Serbs is 
based on the idea of contribution the librarians may have in the proc
esses of formal education, lifelong learning, and acceleration of eco
nomic, scientific and cultural growth of the country  

Пре ве ла на ен гле ски: Би ља на Жи ва но вић


